
AIM HIGH, TOGETHER WE WILL FLY 

           Bethel Elementary School 
Shavon O’Brien, Principal                        6000 Hwy. 55 E., Clover, SC 29710 
Avery Goode, Asst. Principal                                                                                                                   ph: 803-631-8300 / fax: 803-631-2996 

DECEMBER 2018                               SECOND QUARTER 

Message from the Principal 

N ovember reminded us of all the many things we have to be thankful for!  On November 12, we 

were honored to have community members, family members and local Veterans join us for our 

Veteran’s Day Ceremony.  We also had many families join us at our Literacy Family Night. It was won-

derful to see the students enthusiastically sharing their learning, across the curriculum, with their fami-

lies. Additionally, we are grateful for everyone’s support with our Book Fair.  

 

In addition to the many events happening at our school, we continue to focus on student achievement. 

Teachers and students in kindergarten through fifth grade have completed the second round of MAP 

(Measures of Academic Progress) testing.  The results of your child’s MAP score will allow teachers to 

analyze student data in order to direct our instruction to meet individual needs. In the meantime, we are 

frequently asked what parents can do to help their children in school. One of the best thing’s parents 

can do is to stay informed. Checking your folder or CANVAS page for homework assignments and cor-

respondence from your child’s teachers are sure ways to keep abreast of what is happening at school.  

 

With the New Year approaching, now is the time to talk with students about setting goals.  Goals such 

as time spent on reading and math, changing behavior, keeping a cleaner room, or being a better citi-

zen are all goals that can be easily set in the New Year.  Allow students to identify a goal or goals of 

which they would like to set, and help them to achieve that goal.  

Students can write down their goal, and come up with a plan of 

how they will take steps to meet their goal.  This also helps stu-

dents with planning future goals and coming up with a plan to ac-

complish them. 

 

As we take this time of year to focus on the merriment and joy that 

life brings, we at Bethel would like to extend warm wishes and 

cheer to each of our families.  This has been a rewarding semester 

as we have watched our students make transformations in each of 

their grades. 



Lunch Times 

PK 10:35 - 11:00am 

K 10:45 - 11:10am 

1st 10:55 - 1120am 

2nd 11:25 - 11:50am 

3rd 11:05 - 11:30am 

4th 11:35 - 12:05pm 

5th 12:10 - 12:35pm 

SEND IN NOTES FOR ANY CHANGES IN TRANSPORTATION. 

 REVIEW BETHEL’S PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Attendance Tips: 

Remember to send a note in whenever your child has a doctor’s appointment, 
is out sick, etc.…   

 

Intervention Plans will be completed for students who have three (3) consec-
utive unlawful absences or five (5)  total unlawful absences.  Student will be 
considered truant. 

 

Please see lawful and unlawful absences below: 
 

LAWFUL:       UNLAWFUL: 

Student illness that poses a health risk to others  Family  vacation 

Death or serious illness in the immediate family  Skipping 

Recognized religious holiday of the student’s faith  Missed bus 

Activities approved in advance by principal   Overslept 

Medical appointments     Absences without acceptable cause  with  

        parent knowledge 

Bringing Items to school 

Please remind students to bring all items such as lunch boxes, book bags and iPad to school with them in the 

morning.  Even though we will get items to students during the day, please remember that after 8:30am 

teachers will only be emailed that items are in the front office. When students take care of their items it 

helps them to take an active part in their learning by being accountable and responsible. 

Also, we will not accept smoothie money in the office.   Please remember to send it with your student when 

they come to school in the morning. 

ID REQUIRED 

Always have your  

picture ID when you 

come to school.  

You do need this to 

 sign in. 



Computer Lab 
By: Hunter Davis (4h grade) 
 

Computer Lab is where we type, play 

Minecraft, and do lots more awesome 

things with Mrs. Watts. We play coding 

games like Merge Cube and Happy Glass. 

We have fun in Computer Lab. 

4th Grade Fish 
By: Holland Caldwell (4th grade) 
 

    Have you ever been to Lake Wylie? Well, students at Bethel live close. These past 

few years the YMCA by Crowders Creek has been so generous to give 4th grade stu-

dents Swim Lessons! 

 

    All the 4th grade students got put into groups based on how well they could swim 

by ocean animals, turtle, clown fish, blue whale, octopus, and mermaid. I, personally, 

got put in octopus and then I got to meet my coaches. My coaches’ name was Mrs. 

Carrie. She was so nice and funny. Every time she called my name, she called me a 

different country since my name is Holland! 

  

    I learned so much at swim lessons, like how to do a proper front stroke, a proper 

backstroke, and even how to swim like an octopus! We also got to jump off the diving 

blocks and have a little free time to swim with our friends! So I learned a lot and had 

fun, it made my day, so thank you YMCA!  



THIS JUST IN!  
By Daniel Pearson  

(3rd grade ) 
 

Meteorologists have reported a rainy, 

soggy winter! Rumor has it that April 

showers have been breaking into a differ-

ent season. They also report for later: 

large amounts of snow is coming! To get 

suited up for the cold and snow, buy a 

heater, put on warm 

clothing, stay indoors, 

put on a blanket and put 

a warm piece of tech on 

your lap. 

MOVIE CLUB 
by Storm Davis (4th grade) 

 

    If I could make any club I wanted, I 
would make a movie club to watch and 
review movies. This would allow kids to 
learn the proper way to review items 
and share their opinions.  We could 
practice, and one day,  if they wanted, 
they could be a Movie Reviewer. In our 
Movie Club, we will share our opinions 
and learn how to make movies better. 
We will start with Monsters.Inc and end 
with The Amazing Spider-man 2. We 
will elect a President for the Club and 
gather together to watch the movie. 
We could gather every Monday after 
school, and have refreshments like hot 
dogs, popcorn and drinks. It would be 3 
to 4 hours long.  

Why I Like Media the Most 
By: Evan Frintner (4th grade) 

 

   Why I like Media the most. 
 

#1. There are so many books. 

#2. Mrs. Boyd is an awesome teacher. 

#3. Mrs. Boyd reads us the story that she 

made. 

#4. Mrs. Boyd helps me find books I like. 

  

Those are the reason I like Media the 

most. 

 

Robotics Club 
By: Braylan Thivierge  (4th grade) 
 

In my opinion, the Robotics Club would be ex-

citing. We could build computers and make our 

own program apps. The best part about a Ro-

botics Club would be that we would be able to  

explore on our own and see what we can make. 

We, as a Robotics Club, could gather weekly to 

explore and build miniature motor-powered 

cars. I think everyone would love to build, pro-

gram, and most of all, have fun and explore! 



5th Grade Poetry 

CREATIVE IDEAS 



Student Council Members 

2018-2019 

Mara Montgomery 

Payton Peake 

Drew Clinton 

Norah Kaye Summerville 

Lahna Pierre-Louis 

Porter Quinn 

Jacob Lineberger 

 

 

School Store  

The School Store will be held on Wednesdays and Thursdays each week. Don’t 

forget to send money in with your students to purchase items.  They have a lot of 

fun items for students. 
Pop Tabs Needed 

Please support the Pop 

Tab Collection Program. 

Little things can make a 

big difference. You can 

help support the Ronald 

McDonald House by collecting the little tabs 

you pull to open soda, soup or other aluminum 

cans. The funds generated from recycling these 

aluminum gems help offset the House's ex-

penses..  Please remember to send any tabs in 

with your student to  their class.  The little tabs 

can make a BIG impact on families at the 

Ronald McDonald House.   

 

Upcoming Events 

Spanish Book Drive  

Pet Food & Supply Drive 
 

More information to come in 2019! 



    

In November, Pre-K stu-

dents enjoyed a grocery 

store dramatic play cen-

ter. Dramatic play en-

hances academic learn-

ing in the early child-

hood classroom.  The 

center provided an op-

portunity for math, read-

ing, writing, and lan-

guage development. By 

regularly incorporating 

literacy props into dramatic play, the students 

begin to realize that different tasks require differ-

ent texts.  Classrooms rich in functional print tends 

to result in children who are more interested in 

learning to read and write.  

 In December, our students enjoyed spend-

ing a week reading different versions of The Ginger-

bread Man.  We compared and contrasted stories, 

discussed characters, and sequenced events in the 

stories.  After reading The Gingerbread Baby by 

Jan Brett, the children created gingerbread hous-

es.  At the end of the week we baked gingerbread 

cookies. We opened the oven door too early and 

out popped the gingerbread men. The children 

hunted the school over in search of the ginger-

bread men! 

Learning can be fun while play takes place in the 

Pre-K classroom!   

During the month of December, the kin-

dergarten classes have been busy with 

many holiday activities. The students had 

fun in the classroom making ornaments, 

baking cookies and reading gingerbread 

books. We compared the characters, set-

tings and plots in several different ver-

sions.  We also had a wonderful Christmas 

program. Thank you to all the students for 

their hard work and outstanding perfor-

mance!  



First graders have participated in two STEM activities in December. STEM stands for Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering, and Math.  In the first activity students constructed a sundi-
al. They used prior knowledge from our shadows unit to make a sundial that actually works. 
They were tested in the classroom by using a flashlight. For the second activity, students 
worked in cooperative groups to make a train out of different shapes (circles-cookies, rec-
tangles and squares-graham crackers, and peppermints and M&Ms as decorative pieces).  The 
students learned how to design the train first and then redesign it if their first design did 
not work.  The students enjoyed both hands-on activities, but of course they really enjoyed 
getting messy with the train! 



SECOND GRADE ECONOMICS 

Second graders have been learning about eco-

nomics during our social studies time. They 

have gained an understanding of the role of 

goods and services, as well as supply and de-

mand. They learned that people’s choices 

affect the types of good and services that are 

produced as well as the price of those goods 

and services.  They came to realize that people 

make choices based on the scarcity of re-

sources through a fun game of musical chairs.  

To help with the understanding, they made items for a “Christmas 

Marketplace”.  Each student had the opportunity to earn Santa bucks 

based on their behavior.  They used the money to purchase items at 

the market when we had our Christmas Marketplace.  They came to 

see what scarcity 

felt like because of 

supply and demand. 



Third grade science 

students have been 

studying Earth’s re-

newable and nonre-

newable resources, 

and ways we can conserve them.  

They have also began looking at eco-

systems, glaciers and  fossils. They 

have enjoyed some STEM challenges 

related to those topics. 

 In math students have explored 

ways to measure things and solve 

problems involving liquid volumes and 

masses of objects.  They have read 

time to the minute and solved word 

problems involving addition and sub-

traction of time.  Students have read 

and created pictographs and bar 

graphs and organized and displayed 

data in frequency tables and line 

plots. 

 



4th Grade News 

This quarter, Fourth Grade students have been busy little bees! Students have taken Swim-

ming lessons at the Y, dressed up as their favorite Vocabulary word for the Vocabulary Pa-

rade, built Explorer ships through STEM, saw the Clover High Band perform, visited Historic 

Brattonsville to learn about Colonial America- deciding if they were Loyalists or Patriots, and 

read & watched the play, the Year of the Best Christmas Pageant Ever!  

 

                

 

ELA and Social Studies 

Second quarter was full of learning as students switched back and forth from fiction to non-

fiction. Students learned about the Explorers and the paths they took, and how the United 

States started off as the 13 Colonies. We researched the three regions of colonies- New Eng-

land, Middle, and Southern- and are working on creating their own magazines by working 

together to put what they’ve learned about text features & text structures back in their 

writing. Students read the novel, the Year of the Best Christmas Pageant Ever, and went and 

saw the play at the Imagin-On theater in Charlotte.  

 



Our class has been getting ready for the holidays. The Book "A 

Wish to be a Christmas Tree" by Colleen Monroe was read to 

the class. The children enjoyed the illustrations in the book. The 

class decorated ornaments for the classroom tree Students de-

signed their own tree, and completed a writing activity describ-

ing their tree. They also had a special daily visit from Poppy the 

Elf. He is our classroom Elf on the Shelf. 

 

The students completed reading, math, and writing holiday ac-

tivities. They enjoyed participating in holiday crafts and listening 

to holiday stories read by special classroom visitors during this 

meaningful time of year. 

 

Happy Holidays from our class! 



News from the Media Center: 

Our Book Fair was great! We made approximately $1300.00 for new books for the Media Center. 

Thank you for your support! We will have our next Book Fair in February. Bedford Falls is an amazing 

Book Fair. They have a large selection of books on all levels. More information will be sent out at a 

later date. 

Please make sure your child reads over the Winter Break!   

Battle of the Books 

Students in the 4th and 5th grade  that are participating in Battle of the Books will need to turn in 

their team form before December 21st . A participation form will be sent home to be signed after we 

come back from Winter Break. After the form is signed students will be able to check out books to 

read. They will also get a list of the books so that they can keep up with what they have read. Let’s 

keep up the winning streak! Let’s make it four years in a row that we win the district battle! 

 

5th Grade is roaring into the 1920’s after fantastic presentations from all of the young entrepreneurs 

in our shark tank experience. We were amazed with all of the wonderful ideas our students came up 

with and their passion for their projects. Students continue to develop a deeper understanding of 

numbers by working with decimals, operations, and expressions. Science continues to be an explora-

tion of the mixtures and solutions that construct the very world around us that we live in. In ELA our 

students are becoming stronger 

readers and writers as they work 

on text dependent analysis, nar-

rative writing, and exploring vari-

ous fiction/nonfiction titles.



Just in Case 

We have a small supply of extra clothes for bathroom accidents, 

as well as blood and vomit situations.  If your child borrows 

clothes from the health room, please wash and return them to 

the school nurse the following day for future use. 

Student Illness 

Here are some reminders regarding student illnesses.  Please keep 

your child at home if they have a fever greater than 100°F.   Students 

must be fever free for 24 hours without medication before they can 

return to school.  If your child goes to the doctor and they test posi-

tive for flu, strep, or any other illness, please send a note or email to 

the school nurse.  Wash your hands and the areas in your home that 

get touched a lot, such as the refrigerator and cabinet handles, 

phone, door knobs, and toothbrushes. 

Lice  

Yikes! Lice pose no health problems; however, they can be a 

nuisance.  If you find lice in your child’s hair, please notify the 

school nurse so she can follow up with your child.  Remind your 

child not to share combs, brushes, hats, scarves, etc.  Also, en-

courage them to zip up their outerwear in their book bags 

when they are at school.  Due to HIPAA, the school cannot give 

out information if lice is found at school. 

Dry Lips 

Your child can keep Chapstick with him/her in the classroom for dry or 

chapped lips.  They can also keep cough drops in the classroom with a 

note from you. 

Thank you. 

 - Your School Nurse -  Jill Stafford, RN 

NURSE’S STATION: NEWS FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 

  



We are halfway through the year! I know this year has flown by, but I have greatly enjoyed getting to teach all of my 

kids in technology this year.  

Students at Bethel joined others around the world and participated in the Hour of Code (December 3-7). Hour of Code 

is a program that exposes students as young as Pre-k to computer science. Learning about computer science will not 

only provide possible occupational opportunities for students in the future, but it teaches our students critical think-

ing and problem solving skills for the 21st century. 

Coding is way too much fun to have it only ONE week a year!! Code.org had an amazing NEW DANCE PARTY. We have 

had a lot of fun dabbing, flossing, picking scenes, choosing characters and problem solving together as a group, to get 

to the next level! Challenge them they will amaze you!! 

Pre-K- & Kindergarten: Beginning with unplugged coding apps with Mrs. Carter, we will move into several new exciting 

coding tools bought for us by our PTO!! They include Code and Go Robot Mouse, Ozobots, and Spheros!   

In a world where children are "growing up digital," it's important to help them learn healthy concepts of digital use 

and citizenship. Parents play an important role in teaching these skills.  

· Treat media as you would any other environment in your child's life. The same parenting guidelines apply in 

both real and virtual environments. Set limits; kids need and expect them. Know your children's friends, both 

online and off. Know what platforms, software, and apps your children are using, where they are going on the 

web, and what they are doing online. 

· Set limits and encourage playtime. Tech use, like all other activities, should have reasonable limits.  Unstruc-

tured and offline play stimulates creativity. Make unplugged playtime a daily priority, especially for very 

young children. And—don't forget to join your children in unplugged play whenever you're able. 

 
Families who play together, learn together. Family participation is also great for media activities—it encourages so-

cial interactions, bonding, and learning. Play a video game with your kids. It's a good way to demonstrate good sports-

manship and gaming etiquette. And, you can introduce and share: 

· your own life experiences and perspectives—and guidance—as you play the game. 

· Be a good role model. Teach and model kindness and good manners online. And, because children are great 

mimics, limit your own media use. In fact, you'll be more available for and connected with your children if 

you're interacting, hugging and playing with them rather than simply staring at a screen.   

· Know the value of face-to-face communication. Very young children learn best through two-way communi-

cation. Engaging in back-and-forth "talk time" is critical for language development. Conversations can be face-

to-face or, if necessary, by video chat, with a traveling parent or far-away grandparent. Research has shown 

that it's that "back-and-forth conversation" that improves language skills—much more so than "passive" lis-

tening or one-way interaction with a screen. 

· Create tech-free zones. Keep family mealtimes and other family and social gatherings tech-free. Recharge 

devices overnight—outside your child's bedroom to help children avoid the temptation to use them when 

they should be sleeping. These changes encourage more family time, healthier eating habits, and better sleep; 

all these areas are critical for your children's wellness. 

 



· Don't use technology as an emotional pacifier. Media can be very effective in keeping kids calm and quiet, 

but it should not be the only way they learn to calm down. Children need to be taught how to identify and 

handle strong emotions, come up with activities to manage boredom, or calm down through breathing, 

talking about ways to solve the problem, and finding other strategies for channeling emotions. 

· Apps for kids – do your homework. More than 

80,000 apps are labeled as educational, but little 

research has demonstrated their actual quality. 

Products pitched as "interactive" should require 

more than "pushing and swiping." Look to organiza-

tions like Common Sense Media 

(www.commonsensemedia.org) for reviews about 

age-appropriate apps, games and programs to guide 

you in making the best choices for your children. 

 



 



S 
tudents in all grade levels practiced dribbling and ball handling skills as part of our basketball 

skills unit. Students enjoyed dribble relays, dribbling between cones, and/or “Sharks and Min-

nows” (a fun dribble tag game). Students in grades 2-5 learned the mechanics of the set shot 

using the B.E.E.F. principle (balance/bend, eyes on rim, elbow in, and follow through).  They 

also learned how to perform the “step, slide” aka “push, step” defense drill.  In addition, some stu-

dents participated in modified basketball games while others practiced individual skills as needed. We 

discussed and students demonstrated teamwork and good sportsmanship throughout the unit. Sec-

ond, third, fourth, and fifth graders will have the  opportunity to sign up for Bethel’s Annual March 

Madness Free Throw Contest.  The contest will begin in 2019 and will be held during Physical Educa-

tion classes.  Enjoy practicing your basketball shot, and good luck to all contestants.   

 

PreK, Kindergarten, and first grade students enjoyed dribbling and passing/catching activities. They 

also learned and practiced the basketball set shot using smaller basketballs and goals. In addition, stu-

dents in these grade levels participated in a variety of activities that involved letter recognition and/or 

reading as participants performed a variety of locomotor skills including skipping, galloping, speed 

walking, jogging, jumping, and hopping as well as space awareness. 

 

We had a fun and productive time in Physical Education classes this quarter!  I am excited about the 

fact that many of our students have joined local basketball leagues. I look forward to coming out to 

watch and cheer on so many of our outstanding students! ☺ 

 

 



CONGRATULATIONS to the Bethel Honors Chorus!  They sang for Clover’s 

District Choral Festival, performed at Lake Wylie Assisted Living, and 

spread some Christmas cheer in their performance of “Voices of the Sea-

son.”  They have been a wonderful group to teach! If your child is in 

fourth or fifth grade and interested in chorus for the Spring, I will be giving 

out information after the winter break for them to take home.  This group 

will be open to anyone in those grades who would like to sing and does 

not require an audition. 
 

Pre-K, Kindergarten, and Second Grade:  These students have been prac-

ticing for their performances of “Winter Fun!” and “Crazy Christmas!” 

They have worked very hard and the performances went very well!   

 

First Grade: They have continued to develop their singing voices, as well as learn more about pitches in mu-

sic.  Students have also been learning about instrument families.  It has been a lot of fun to use boomwhack-

ers! This group of students will have a performance in the Spring.  More information will be sent home as 

the performance nears. 
 

Third Grade: This group has been practicing recorders in class and now can play the notes B, A, and G. In 

November, this group performed on Veterans Day.  They did a wonderful job honoring our Veterans. These 

students will perform again in the Spring.  I will send out more information about this as the performance 

nears. 

Fourth Grade: These students have been learning songs with a program called recorder karate and continu-

ing to develop their skills with reading music.  These students will have a performance in the Spring.  I will 

send information home after the Winter break. 

 

Fifth Grade:  These students have been continuing to develop 

their skills on ukulele, as well as developing their singing voic-

es.  They have also continued to read and compose music.  

These students will have a performance in the Spring.  More 

information will be sent home about this as the performance 

nears. 

 

Thank you for continuing to support the students and the 

arts! 

 



Dear Parent(s), 

 

Bullying is an issue we treat seriously here at Bethel Elementary.  Classroom Guidance lessons empha-

size the expectation and importance of our students being able to work and play with each other in a 

respectful and considerate manner. Our staff is united in the belief that each student needs to feel safe 

and secure at school. If your child believes he or she is the target of bullying behavior, please feel free 

to contact your child’s teacher, counselor, administrator. Also, please stress that your child bring this to 

the attention of his or her teacher, counselor, or administrator. We understand the importance of be-

ing accessible to a student who feels he or she is the target of bullying.  We appreciate your support as 

we endeavor to make your child’s school experience a positive one. 

 

The 3rd and 4th grade students have been participating in the Second Step Bullying Prevention Unit. Stu-

dents are learning the 3 R’s: Recognize, Report, and Refuse. 

In the Bullying Prevention Unit lessons, students learn: 

1. How to recognize bullying and understanding that bullying is mean or hurtful behavior that keeps 

happening and is unfair and one-sided. 

2. How to identify caring adults to talk to about bullying and using assertiveness skills to report it. 

3. How to use assertiveness skills to refuse to let bullying happen to themselves and others. 

4. Understanding that bystanders have the power to stop bullying by insisting on including others, 

standing up for them, and reporting bullying when they see bullying taking place. 

 

Ashlyn Condon 

Bethel School Counselor 

 

© 2013 Committee for Children Second Step Bullying Prevention Unit  



AIM HIGH, TOGETHER WE WILL FLY 

Bethel Vision Statement 

Our vision at Bethel continues to be maintaining academic excellence 

and a community feeling while embracing change and taking risks to en-

able our students to become productive citizens in our ever changing 

world.  

 

 

Bethel Mission Statement 

The mission of Bethel Elementary School, in partnership with the par-

ents and community, is to prepare students to be- come productive, 

confident and responsible citizens by creating a safe, friendly, child-

centered environment which effectively addresses the social, emotion-

al and intellectual needs of each child.  

 

 

Clover School District Mission Statement 

Clover schools will prepare every child for a successful, productive, and 

responsible future. Each Child, Each Day…..Excellence! 


